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Research Visit to the Ronnie Taylor Archive, V&A, July 2025 

This report summarises the research visit undertaken at the Study Centre in the V&A 
East Storehouse building on 8 July 2025. The V&A holds this archive of papers and the 
reference is: Theatre & Performance, AU.T&P.2737, THM/16. The extent of the archive 
is c.50 uncatalogued boxes and this research accessed boxes 17, 19, and 20. 

As well as sheets of business correspondence, publicity photographs etc these boxes 
included the following nine scripts (one incomplete) for The Al Read Show for the 
following recording dates:  

5 Aug 1951     13 Jul 1952  24 Oct 1954 13 Feb 1955 
   19 Oct 1952 21 Nov 1954 21 Aug 1955 
   23 Nov 1925 
   14 Dec 1952 

It appears from subsequent listings in the Radio Times, archived online, that the tapes 
for first broadcasts on 25 November 1954 and 15 November 1955 have survived and 
been used in subsequent compilation shows, including by Barry Cryer in January 2007, 
by Eric Sykes in October 2007, and by Dr John Cooper Clarke in November 2015. 
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Background 
 
Save Hulme Hippodrome Ltd is a community campaign to reverse the decline of this 
Grade 2 listed shuttered theatre in Manchester, built in 1901 and originally seating 
3,300 people. We plan to revive it as a working-class community cultural centre for 
employment, performances and events. The current owners have expressed their wish 
to get planning permission to build apartments. It is an unusual old theatre as it is 
conjoined with its smaller sister within the same walls, The Playhouse, built in 1902. 

 

~~~~~ Copying this document is permitted as follows ~~~~~ 

Licence to copy is: Creative Commons  
Attribution, Non-Commercial, 4.0 International Licence  

(CC BY-NC) 

This means you are free to share and use this document if all the following apply: 
• it is for non-commercial purposes  
• a source credit is given 
• a link to the licence is included, and  
• any changes you’ve made are indicated. 

Source credits 
Image (page 1)   BBC Online (Radio Times, genome website) 
Image (page 2)   Len Grant, photographer  
Images (pages 4 to 21)  By kind permission of the Taylor family      
Text (not within the images) Save Hulme Hippodrome campaign  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hulme_Hippodrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playhouse_Theatre,_Manchester
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Ronnie Taylor 

Ronnie Taylor (1921–1979) was an English comedy scriptwriter, producer and 
television director. Beginning at BBC Manchester, he wrote for variety radio stars like 
Norman Evans, Old Mother Riley and Gracie Fields. From 1950 to 1952 he co-created 
and produced Variety Fanfare—recorded at Hulme Hippodrome—where he worked 
with rising talents including Al Read, Morecambe and Wise, and Ken Dodd. Promoted 
to BBC North producer in 1951, Taylor moved into television in the early 1950s, 
directing shows like Home James and Club Night. In 1959 he founded Taylor-Vision, 
producing Candid Camera. In the 1960s, he joined ABC’s light entertainment team 
(including in 1966, at ABC studios on Parrs Wood Road, Didsbury, Manchester), 
working on Blackpool Night Out and Comedy Bandbox. He later consulted for ATV and 
produced several sitcoms. He was still writing scripts for Al Read for BBC Radio 2 
broadcasting in 1974. His archive was donated to the V&A in 2014. 

 

Al Read 

Al Read (1909–1987) was a pioneering British radio comedian. After a career running 
his family’s sausage making business, he took up comedy in the late 1940s. His big 
break came when BBC producer Bowker Andrews heard him entertaining a small group 
and invited him to perform in Variety Fanfare in February 1950, recorded at Hulme 
Hippodrome. Ronnie Taylor became the producer following the death of Bowker 
Andrews. With Read’s observational humour rooted in Northern working-class life, 
his popular Al Read Show on BBC radio attracted up to 35 million listeners in the 
1950s, more listeners than the FA Cup Final. He became famous for routines like The 
Driving Instructor, and catchphrases such as “Right, Monkey!” and “You’ll be lucky!”  

He had stage fright throughout his career. For radio recordings the invited audience at 
Hulme Hippodrome was limited to the ground-floor stalls only, but larger audiences in 
live theatre and TV studios were more of a problem for him and he didn’t transition to 
TV as well as his comedy contemporaries Morecambe and Wise, and Ken Dodd. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronnie_Taylor_(scriptwriter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Read
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Contract for “Club Night” scriptwriting, 1950  
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Ronnie Taylor [right] 
 

 
Ronnie Taylor 
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The Playhouse, 1958, is the second, smaller, theatre in the same building as Hulme Hippodrome 
Then owned by BBC (Hipp had been rented). Note date correction: Monday was 17 March 1958.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playhouse_Theatre,_Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hulme_Hippodrome

